
Al Amal Hospital in Qatar Commences Treatments Using Fast and Efficient 

RapidArc Radiotherapy Technology from Varian Medical Systems 

  

Qatar Royal Family and Other Dignitaries Recognize Landmark for Only 

Radiotherapy Department in State of Qatar at Grand Opening Ceremony    

  

Doha, Qatar, June 21
st
 2010 – One of the leading cancer centers in the Middle East 

has become among the first in the region to introduce fast and efficient RapidArc® 

radiotherapy treatments from Varian Medical Systems (NYSE: VAR). Al Amal 

Hospital in Doha, Qatar, has treated nine brain cancer, prostate cancer and head & 

neck cancer patients with RapidArc since commencing treatments in early May, and it 

now plans to roll out the technology for many more indications.  

  

“Faster treatments that adapt radiation dose to the tumor are always desirable in 

radiotherapy and we are very proud to join other prominent oncology centers 

worldwide in offering this technology,” says Dr. Noora Al Hammadi, director of Al 

Amal Hospital’s radiation oncology program. 

  

“State-of-the-art capabilities such as RapidArc offer our patients a fast and efficient 

way of receiving more advanced radiotherapy treatments. Since we introduced 

RapidArc on our two Varian linear accelerators, we have widened the indications that 

we treat with the technique and we expect this trend to continue as it becomes more 

and more a part of our center’s routine treatment approach. We are very pleased about 

the potential of this technology.”   

   

This achievement was recognized at a grand opening ceremony at the hospital on 

Saturday, attended by members of the Qatari Royal Family and government.  During 

the ceremony, Al Amal Hospital signed an agreement with Varian for the hospital to 

become a reference center in the gulf region and the Middle East for RapidArc, 

image-guided radiotherapy (IGRT) and other advanced forms of radiotherapy.  

  

“Al Amal Hospital is a great example on the fast implementation of Varian 

technology, made possible by a dedicated and highly motivated team,” says Rolf 

Staehelin, head of Oncology Systems marketing for Varian in Europe, Middle East, 

India and Africa. “Within a year, the whole oncology department switched to a Varian 

hardware and software paperless environment, capable of delivering advanced 

radiotherapy techniques”  

  



Dr. Al Hammadi added, "Varian's equipment and software supports our belief in 

seamless care. The ability to implement both RapidArc and stereotactic radiosurgery 

using 3D image guidance allows us to offer greater precision. In addition, the 

ARIA™ oncology information management system has enabled us go entirely 

paperless and fully integrate to the hospital’s imaging systems, meaning better 

workflow and better overall patient care.” 

  

Part of the Hamad Medical Corporation, the government healthcare provider in the 

State of Qatar, Al Amal Hospital treats patients from across the Gulf region. Its 

patients represent a complex mix of all types of tumors, including pediatric cases and 

a large proportion of breast cancer patients. The department aims to become a 

recognized Centre of Excellence in image-guided radiotherapy (IGRT) for the region 

within two years. 

  

RapidArc technology enables clinicians to deliver a highly-precise image-guided 

intensity-modulated radiotherapy treatment in as little as one or two revolutions of the 

treatment machine around the patient, much faster than is possible with conventional 

IMRT. Studies show that faster treatments allow for greater precision, since there is 

less chance of patient or tumor movement during treatment delivery and, with less 

time on the treatment couch, also allow for greater patient comfort.  

  

#### 

Editorial contact: Neil Madle, Varian Medical Systems, +44 7786 526068  

About Varian Medical Systems  

Varian Medical Systems, Inc., of Palo Alto, California, is the world's leading 

manufacturer of medical devices and software for treating cancer and other medical 

conditions with radiotherapy, radiosurgery, proton therapy, and brachytherapy. The 

company supplies informatics software for managing comprehensive cancer clinics, 

radiotherapy centers and medical oncology practices. Varian is a premier supplier of 

tubes and digital detectors for X-ray imaging in medical, scientific, and industrial 

applications and also supplies X-ray imaging products for cargo screening and 

industrial inspection. Varian Medical Systems employs approximately 5,000 people 

who are located at manufacturing sites in North America, Europe, and China and 

approximately 79 sales and support offices around the world. For more information, 

visit http://www.varian.com. 
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